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extended atoms, endued with various forces,
and with a large amount of porous interstice
or interval between them; and that it consists
of centres of attractive and repulsive forces
alone. The first is the popular view, before
close attention to the facts of science, the
second is that of Newton, the third of Bos-
covich. All of these alike, in " First Prin-
ciples," are declared to be unthinkable and
inconceivable, though the resulting nescience
is strangely and silently transferred from
Physics to Theology. But in truth all of
them are thinkable, or we could not contrast
them, analyze their consequences, and compare
them together. The contrast, I believe, is
this. The two former result from tho absence
of close analysis, or from imperfect analysis,
of the phenomena, ao4 involve some internal
inconsistency and contradiction. Tho third
results from the wholo drift and seop<* of
modern scientific progress. It implies a fun-
damental mystery, but no contradiction. On
the contrary, it supplies a definite basts for
clear and exact "reasoning, and is alone really
consistent, definite, and intelligible.

Tho view is owned to bo ingenious, and f<>
cludo various difficulties, but two or throe ob-
jections arc urged as decisive. First, that it